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7,305 Days

Greg Lindstrom/Montana Kaimin

University of Montana President George Dennison exits the University Theatre after announcing his retirement in January. If he retires on Aug. 15 as planned, he will have served 7,305 days as president.

The legacy of George Dennison
Justin Franz
Montana Kaimin
Jogging up the middle of the street before dawn, just as he does every morning,
George Dennison treads with the caution of
a man not wanting to raise any more dust.
His short, quick steps reflect how he’s living
his professional life right now. With just 15
weeks left in his tenure as president of the
University of Montana, Dennison, 74, isn’t
about to do anything drastic.
He’s on the last lap of a 20-year run that
afforded him few breathers, with thousands
of days that ended past 5 p.m. He simply
kept on running — except now it’s a race toward freedom that began three months ago,
on Jan. 25.
On that cold winter day, Dennison stood
on the stage of the University Theatre to deliver a special address. For 20 minutes or so,
he went over the challenges facing the University of Montana in 2010: tuition increases, budget concerns and four-day weeks.
Then he raised a storm.
“Finally, this occasion affords me the opportunity to inform the campus and larger
communities that I have notified the Commissioner of Higher Education and the Regents that I will retire from the Presidency
of the University of Montana on August 15,”

Dennison said, stunning his listeners and
bringing them to their feet in a minute-long
standing ovation.
Ever since Dennison reached retirement
age more than 10 years ago, the campus
community had been wondering what this
moment would be like and when it would
come.
The man himself says he always knew
the answer.
“When I took the position in 1990, I told
myself at the time that 20 years is about
right and anybody who goes beyond 20
years is probably pushing it,” he said recently. “Twenty years is about right because it
seems to take five years to get a sense of the
place, takes another five to develop some
plans you want to work on in conjunction
with everyone on campus and then you need
to see them materialize.”
He embarked on his run as a university
administrator with much less forethought.
Dennison said he never saw himself as president of a university when he was a student
here in the early 1960s. Back then, he was
newly married and had two sons. He was
primarily interested in pursuing a degree in
history and raising his family. He worked at
the Missoula Mercantile that would later become Macy’s, selling women’s shoes.
On the side, he played in a rock band,

The Starfires. It was a way to make some
extra money rather than start a career as a
professional musician. He rarely plays the
guitar anymore, holding up his hands to
demonstrate that they lack the calluses that
come with constant practice.
“That’s something you’ve got to stay
with,” he said.
Dennison decided to focus on school
rather than on his music. As a Navy man,
he would have had the opportunity to get
money for education through the G.I. Bill.
But that would have required him to serve
more time, at the expense of helping raise
his kids.
“I ultimately decided to do it on my own,
rather than the enormous obligation of the
Navy,” he said.
Leaving the service also meant he could
devote more time to his passion: history.
Talking to Dennison is at times like
talking to a book of guidelines. When the
conversation revolves around university affairs, his answers are often safe and devoid
of emotion. Yet the man who calls himself
a “historian at heart” lights up when history
becomes the topic of conversation.
“If you don’t know where you’ve been,
you don’t have a good chance of getting
somewhere else,” he said.
His face, which sometimes resembles a

mask, becomes animated and the dark shadows under his eyes recede before a curious
smile as he talks about obscure Supreme
Court justices and senators, spewing facts
and figures that would only be known to a
man who has dedicated a good portion of
his life to the art of history.
It was the art Dennison was pursuing
when he was going for his doctorate at the
University of Washington in the late 1960s.
He then became a history professor at Colorado State, never nurturing any administrative aspiration, he said.
“I enjoyed doing history, I enjoyed teaching, I enjoyed writing,” he said. “All of that
work was great fun to me.”
When he was asked in 1976 to assume
the position of an associate dean while Colorado State worked to find a replacement for
a recent retiree, he accepted, thinking that
he would still be able to teach. All he had to
do was delay a sabbatical.
But the year turned into the beginning of
three decades of administrative work.
“As it turns out they felt I should stay at
the associate dean’s job, and I never got that
sabbatical,” he said with a laugh.
“It’s difficult to say ‘no’ when a lot of
people say you should do this,” he said. “I

See DENNISON, page 9
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Wading through opinions to get something useful
held together by quotes of backand-forth name-calling and accusation. They listen to a lot of
rants.
I haven’t been in this industry
for very long, but I’ve been assigned to write several of these
articles.
They tend to involve two main
groups disputing over an issue,
a complex and incomplete story
about what led to the dispute, and
lots of pissed-off people who are
more than happy to talk about
how pissed off they are.
Talking to people who are
mad at other people is exhausting.
What’s probably more discouraging is knowing that the
articles that come out of those
interviews are the articles people
have the greatest tendency to
read. And after they read them,
they blog or tweet about them,
weighing in on a topic they only

Allison Maier,
Editor
I sometimes hate writing editorials.
This has little to do with the
fact that it’s a time-consuming
process and more to do with
the nature of peoples’ opinions
— how they’re formed and how
they’re spread — and the reason
I’m sometimes uncomfortable
adding my voice to the cacophony around me.
Newspaper reporters spend a
lot of time covering battles. They
write about controversies driven
by personalities, drafting articles

Caught
in the
Act

understand through the strong
words of others.
As many have said before, the
availability of blogs, Facebook
pages and Twitter feeds makes
it easier than ever for people to
get all of their information from
sources they agree with. If someone wants to avoid neutral news
coverage or the opposing side’s
opinion, it’s possible.
More “mainstream” media
aren’t necessarily setting the best
example, either. Newspaper editorials often just relay points that
have already been made, cable
news channels offer up various
“panels of experts” to yell at one
another as a way of somehow
analyzing what’s going on, and
magazines like Newsweek are
shifting their focus from solid
news stories to pages and pages
of commentary. It is not at all
surprising that the country has

So I think you get the point. I’m
really messy, and sadly, I’m OK
with this as long as my roommate
doesn’t mind. But I hold myself to
a higher standard of cleanliness
when my boyfriend is around. I’m
happy to do it because I love him
and want him to have a pleasant
experience when he stays with me,
but to be honest, I don’t know how
long I can keep up the act.
When you live with someone,
they are exposed to all of your humanness. They get to see and experience all of your imperfections
and shortcomings, and I think
that’s really scary. Even though
I’m totally confident in my boyfriend’s love for me, I don’t want to
scar him with my nastiness. And
right now it’s simply too much
work for me to keep up a consistent
façade of domestic-goddessness.
One day I’ll probably learn some
better habits, but until then the occasional cleaning frenzy prompted
by a weekend visit should keep the
health inspectors away.
Kaelyn Kelly is a junior studying broadcast journalism.

Send letters to the editor to
opinion@montanakaimin.com

“Excuse me, my friend here
doesn’t know about MontPIRG.”
-heard by the Grizzly Bear statue

Top 5 Most-Viewed Stories
on MontanaKaimin.com
this week
1. Baristas at new coffee shop to wear lingerie
2. A wannabe loser: Former Griz trackster
applies for NBC show
3. Glacier at 100: A storied past. An uncertain
future.
4. Missoulians challenge ‘boobquake’ theory
5. Miller Time: South Park makes free speech
argument

kaelyn.kelly@umontana.edu

Montana Kaimin
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The Montana Kaimin is printed on
campus by Printing and Graphics.

allison.maier@umontana.edu

“Have you seen anyone in pink
shirts walking around?”
-heard from an isolated
MontPIRG member

Kaelyn Kelly and Willi Brooks

days and I only do laundry when I
run out of clean socks. Left to my
own devices, I become a caveman.
Fortunately for me I’m in a
long-distance relationship and
have been for the majority of the
four years we’ve been together.
Don’t get me wrong, long distance
is not for the faint of heart. Most
of my relationship occurs over the
phone, and even a weekend visit
takes major planning and commitment on both our parts. But one
huge benefit is that I can make a
true effort to clean up before my
boyfriend gets to my apartment,
making it appear as though my
house is always tidy without actually having to be a clean person.
Before he came to town this
past weekend, I rid the fridge of
a carton of curdling milk, about
a dozen rotting eggs and a bag of
liquefying celery. I also scrubbed
the encroaching mold off the ceiling above the shower and swept up
a few human hairballs from the
bathroom floor. Staying with me
is like taking a trip to certain cities: It’s really nice to visit, but you
wouldn’t want to live here.

The Montana Kaimin, in its 112th
year, is published by the students
of the University of Montana,
Missoula. The UM School of
Journalism uses the Montana
Kaimin for practice courses but
assumes no control over policy or
content.

research and weigh possibilities
before coming to a conclusion.
And it’s important for people to
disagree, because sometimes the
discussions that must take place
when people see things differently can result in something
valuable.
But since we constantly witness how quickly these disagreements can turn into something
ridiculous, it’s hard to be the one
to initiate them.
If you know there’s going to
be a fight, it’s hard to choose the
words that will lead to the fight
you intended. It’s something nobody can master completely; it’s
something I’m still trying to figure out.
But maybe, in the end, working to create solid, productive
discourse could end up being one
of the most valuable fights of all.

Heard around campus

Dirty girl

Editor’s note: Kaelyn Kelly and
Willi Brooks take turns writing
this column, which is published on
Fridays. This is Kaelyn’s week to
write.
I’m afraid to live together.
I have no problem thinking
about living with friends or roommates, but the thought of moving
in with my boyfriend scares me. I
think I fear it for two major reasons: my family and myself.
I come from a very large Irish
Catholic family and I’ve seen a lot
of weddings. Most of my cousins
only moved in with their fiancés
after they became their spouses.
These traditions have shaped my
outlook on cohabitation not because I personally think it’s immoral, but because I’m afraid of
disappointing my family. I’ve already caused enough drama by
writing this column.
But though my family has influenced my views of living together
before marriage, my greatest reason to fear cohabitation is that I’m
gross. I really am. I shed hair all
over the bathroom, sometimes I
don’t clean up my dirty dishes for

become so polarized.
Opinions have a place, but
they’re often not used the right
way.
It’s easy to criticize. It’s hard
to determine when that criticism
is valuable.
Picking a side and speaking
harshly about the other side is
usually pretty unhelpful. Telling
someone to do something because it’s the “right thing to do”
is usually not effective, either.
There will never be a time when
everybody has the same definition of what is right and what is
wrong, as much as we’d like to
believe otherwise. The health
care debate — and all the other
debates that spiraled out from it
— is probably the clearest recent
example of this.
It’s important for people to
take stances on issues that are
present in people’s lives, to do
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Well, Friends with a capital “F”, we
present to you the last BU&BH of this academic year. And in true “a very special
episode” fashion, we’re taking a mistyeyed look at what once was, the moments
of the past nine months that merit the biggest of ups and the — er — backest of
hands? You get the gist.

BIG UPS

&

Backhands

August
Sanitized Big Ups to the Swine Flu
(that’s what we used to call it before pigs
deemed it politically incorrect) for giving
us a legitimate reason to refuse to shake your grimy hands. You know who you are.

Hey, soon-to-be-sophomores, remember when you first got here, fresh off Mom’s
teat and about to begin your own real-life version of “Saved by the Bell: The College
Years”? Remember how you ended up sleeping under the desk in a study hall with no
idea where your Intro to Anthropology class was because CyberBear shut down on
the first day of school? Well, Backhands to you for setting your expectations so high.
You want a mattress, a reasonable expectation of privacy and directions to your next
destination? Call the Poverello Center.
September
Paranoid Big Ups to all the concerned parents who didn’t let their kids go to school
and hear President Obama’s televised socialist manifesto about working hard and getting good grades. Man, why do the kids with crazy parents get to have all the fun?
The Backhands shall rise again — for Confederate flags. They became a big topic
after all of that hubbub over a student hanging one in his dorm room window. Ah,
September: a simpler time when pride in the losing side of a war over whether people
should own other people as property was considered something only a few weirdos
professed. If only he had waited until today, now that entire states feel comfortable
celebrating it ... as long as you don’t mention the one reason the Confederacy existed
in the first place.
October
Second-hand Big Ups to no smoking inside public places, including bars, which
became a law in Montana. Because when we’re dousing our livers in alcohol, the first
thing we’re thinking about is the health of our precious lungs.
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You had to see this coming. Backhands to
Bobby Hauck for that crazy month-long Kaimin boycott he started, which finally ended in
October. It was the most attention people paid
to our fine publication in a long time. Most surprising? Based on the mounds of angry letters
we got, most of that attention came from people
who are illiterate.

November
For most news organizations, Thanksgiving
used to mean puff pieces about parades and
presidential pardons for poultry. (If there were
an Oscars for alliteration, we’d be in like Meryl Streep.) So Big Ups to 9-irons, dirty text
messages and wrecked SUVs for giving us enough red meat to last until next November.
A feast indeed.
It’s good! Backhands to UM’s “Kick for Cash” halftime contest for almost not giving
its winner the promised $10,000 prize for making a field goal from the 45-yard line. Shame
on this university for failing to teach our students that being good at sports gets you a lot
more money than pursuing some frivolous master’s degree.
December
Whoo! Historic Big Ups to the Senate for passing health care legislation! The country’s
been waiting for something like this for close to 100 years! Now all that’s left is for the
two houses is to put something together for the president to sign! Yes we can! Yes we ca
— whoops. Never mind.
Pants-on-fire Backhands to the guy who tried to blow up a plane on Christmas with a
bomb strapped inside his underwear. It was an astoundingly stupid move, but you have to
admit that he has balls. Or at least he had balls.
January
Liberal-buzz-kill Big Ups to Scott Brown, the come-from-behind Republican candidate
who managed to win Ted Kennedy’s vacant senate seat in Massachusetts. Let that be a
reminder to all politicians out there: populist anger + pickup truck = votes.
Mildly annoyed Backhands to George Dennison for announcing his retirement. And
it’s not because he’s doing so in the middle of a budget crisis. Or that he made all these suggestions about tuition increases and switching to a four-day week right before announcing

See BUBH, page 4
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BUBH
From page 3
his retirement, essentially telling the rest of us to figure it out once he’s gone. No. It’s because we can’t
think of another name for our annual year-end awards that will carry the same ring as “The Dennies.”
February
Gold medal Big Ups to the 2010 Winter Olympics for somehow managing to inject the perfect mix
of crazy-dangerous and hopelessly unwatchable into most of their competitions. Only in Vancouver.
Six inches of Backhands to Washington for being shut down for a few days in February because of
a bunch of fluffy, white snow. Thankfully, after the snow melted, Washington was ready to resume its
business of being shut down because a bunch of fluffy, white senators.
March
Madness Big Ups to Griz basketball for managing to play in the NCAA tournament this year. Your
upset over Weber State in the playoffs was the only exciting part of another boring Duke-dominated
tournament. Thanks for managing to keep us on our toes.
Defrocked Backhands to the Catholic Church’s latest wave of child abuse scandals. This one goes
out to the offending priests. We’re sure you guys have read the Bible a couple of times, so we hope you
know what we mean by the following: In a word … millstone.
April
It wouldn’t be a year in review without some tri-cornered Big Ups to our friends in the tea party
movement, who this month celebrated a year of protesting taxes that haven’t been raised, stocking up
on guns that haven’t been taken away and putting faith in the leadership of a certain Alaska governor
who lost an election for one executive office and quit in the middle of another one in the space of eight
months. Thanks for the ride, you patriots, you — you who fight for the rights of everyday Americans, as
long as they aren’t black, Hispanic or poor.
Y al final, Golpes de Mano a los políticos en Arizona que pasaron una ley contra la inmigración,
la cual da a la policía el derecho de secuestar cualquier persona que no demuestre evidencia del
ciudadismo. Ustedes dicen que son patriotas, pero el xenofobia y el racismo no son cualidades de un
patriota. Hagan una ley que haga posible el estar aquí legalmente para los millones de personas que
trabajan duro en ocupaciones que ustedes no quieren hacer, y no les castiguen. Eso es el patriotismo.
Didn’t understand it? Buy a Spanish/English dictionary and quit complaining, because draconian
laws and veiled racism won’t make it go away.
Sheesh! That was long. It was like BU&BH on steroids … We mean performance-enhancing drugs.
You can’t prove anything. Not much left to say except what a year and Big Ups to summer. BU&BH out!

MK
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Tyson Alger
Montana Kaimin
As the outdoor track and field
season gains traction toward the
Big Sky Conference Championships in Ogden, Utah, in two
weeks, looking past a lowly weekend dual meet and ahead to the
final landing point would seem
probable for the Montana team.
But that’s not the case this
weekend for the Griz, as the yearly
Griz-Cat Dual looks to add some
excitement to the season before the
conference finals.
This year’s dual has the Griz
looking for revenge. Montana
State swept the meet last year,
winning 22 of the total 34 men’s
and women’s events. With that
fresh in mind, sophomore Kesslee
Payne said the dual with the Cats
adds some extra emphasis to her
events.
“The rivalry definitely helps
the competition,” the distance runner said. “It pushes you harder.”
Payne has had quite the successful season for Montana.
Qualifying in the 1,500- and
5,000-meter events for the conference championship, Payne has
her eyes set on the NCAA West
Region Preliminary Round. Payne
needs to improve her 1,500 time
by around eight seconds in order
to qualify for the regionals. There
would be no better place for her to
eclipse that time than in Bozeman
against the hated Cats.
“My eyes are definitely set on
qualify,” Payne said of regionals,
while mentioning she’s working
on visualization and metal preparation for the meet. “This weekend would be awesome. What a
better time to do it. Two weeks
out of conference and against the
Cats would be a great confidence
booster.”
While Payne looks to preserve
her postseason, Montana as a
team looks to create a new chapter in the history of the Griz-Cat
Dual.Besides a slight run of success from 2007–08, the Montana
women have had minimal luck
against the Cats. Before breaking
through in 2007, the Griz had lost
10 consecutive meets to them. The
men have had more success, winning six of seven duals before last
year’s loss.
Leaning the Grizzly charge toward a dual win are the throwers.
Junior Jason Flemmer currently
has the top throw of the Big Sky
season at 219.4 feet. Freshman
Justin Graff and junior Richard
Brumbaugh also have two of the
conference’s top four throws.
On the discus side, senior Chris
Hellekson has the third best discus throw of the season and has
thrown his way to the fourth best
shot put showing in conference.
Along with Payne, the women’s
runners will continue to look for
success this weekend.
The ever-consistent Katrina
Drennen should continue to
find success this weekend. The

Kaimin

Greg Lindstrom/Montana Kaimin

Michael Fisher takes off on his leg of the 4x400 meter relay at the Montana Open. The Grizzlies head to Bozeman this Saturday to face the Bobcats in the annual
Griz-Cat Dual.

sophomore distance runner has
conference qualifications in the
1,500 and 5,000 meters, and currently holds a spot in regionals for
the 1,500.
To qualify for regionals,

athletes must post a top 48 time or
ranking in the event.
Currently Flemmer, Graff and
Bumbaugh all hold rankings within the top 48 for the javelin.
For Payne, who is just one of

the several Griz looking to crack
that top 48, the quest for regionals
is one thing.
But the goal for this weekend
is to get a win against Montana
State.

“You just don’t want to lose to
them,” Payne said. “You want to
get as many points as you can for
your team, and that means beating
as many Cats as you can.”
tyson.alger@umontana.edu
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Lady Griz reload with Montana’s cream of the crop
Troy Warzocha
Montana Kaimin
Even for a program that has 22
regular season conference titles,
18 postseason conference championships and a coach that has
accumulated one of the most impressive resumes in the history of
women’s college basketball, not
every year goes according to plan.
The story of the 2009–10 Lady
Griz is one of transition and injuries.
This season, the Lady Griz
had to push forward without 2009
graduates Mandy Morales, Sonya
Rogers and Britney Lohman. On
top of that, point guard Ashley
Ferda, forward Misty Atkinson
and freshman phenom Katie Baker were lost to injuries early in the
most recent campaign.
However, in spite of the tough
hand the Lady Griz were dealt,
the 2009–10 season was far from
a debacle. Maybe they weren’t the
most talented or experienced team
this season, but the Lady Griz still
managed to finish second in the
Big Sky by rallying around stalwarts Lauren Beck and Sarah Ena
and discovering a budding star in
freshman Kenzie DeBoer.

Even with the modest success,
there is room for improvement.
Over the course of the season, the
Lady Grizzlies’ lack of depth at
the point and length in the middle
became a liability as Beck was
asked to run the offense from the
perimeter, leaving Ena as the only
low-post threat for the Lady Griz.
Coach Robin Selvig and staff
hope this year’s recruiting class
will alleviate some of those deficiencies.
In November, the team received
signed letters of intent from five
recruits. Three of them are guards
and the other two are more than
six feet tall. In a rare move by
Selvig, all five recruits are from
Montana and two are part of the
ever-growing Selvig basketball
family tree.
Carly Selvig
6’2” center
Dawson County High School
Glendive, Mont.
In her junior year at Dawson
County High, Selvig averaged 10.7
points and 7.9 rebounds per game
while leading DCHS to a thirdplace finish in the 2009 Class
A state tournament. Selvig also

received all-tournament honors for
her performance.
In her senior year at DCHS, the
Red Devils went 12–10, but that
didn’t stop Selvig as she upped her
scoring and rebounding, averaging
13 points and 8 rebounds per game
in 2009–10.
Outside of being one of the top
defenders in the state, Carly Selvig
is also the niece of coach Robin
Selvig.
Her father, Doug, was a fouryear letter winner for Griz basketball in the early ‘80s and still
ranks in the top 10 in all-time career assists for the Griz. Doug is
Robin’s brother.
Carly’s mother, Anita Novak,
scored 1,158 career points under
the tutelage of Robin Selvig and
garnered All-Mountain West Conference recognition as a junior and
senior in 1983–84 and 1984–85.
Her brother, Derek, knows a
thing or two about basketball as
well. In 2009–10, Derek helped
the Griz earn a bid to the NCAA
tournament, where they came
up five points short against New
Mexico in the first round.
Selvig on Selvig:
“Carly has tremendous potential. She’s a shot changer and shot
blocker. She has really good feet
for a 6-foot-3-inch kid and just
has a ton of potential for college
basketball. She has good instincts,
long arms and good timing.”

Jordan Sullivan
6’2” forward
Sidney High School
Sidney, Mont.
As a senior at Sidney High, Sullivan led the Eagles to a 20–3 record and a runner-up finish in the
Class A state tournament. While
her scoring was slightly down
from her junior and sophomore
seasons, Sullivan still managed to
score 19.1 points per game. However, for what she lost in points,
she made up for in other ways with
her improvement in the middle
and in her playmaking. Sullivan
averaged 13.2 rebounds and 4.8 assists per game in her final season.
Through it all, Sullivan has
shown the ability to get the ball
down low and be efficient, averaging 21 points and 10 rebounds in
her junior season.
Sullivan is also a niece of coach
Robin Selvig. Her mother, Sandy
Selvig, is Robin’s sister and played
under Robin in his first three seasons as coach of the Lady Griz.
In the 1979–80 season, Sandy led
the Lady Griz in assists and steals
and was named the team’s most
outstanding defensive player in
1980–81.
With the additions of both Sullivan and Selvig, the Lady Griz
will have the length in the middle
that should allow returning forwards Jessa Loman-Linford, Katie Baker, Stephanie Stender and

Sarah Ena to get more one-on-one
looks at the basket.
Selvig on Sullivan:
“Jordan is a very versatile player. She’s going to have the ability to play different positions and
she’s a great competitor. She’s a
talented player that has size and
perimeter skills.”
Torry Hill
5’7” guard
Anaconda High School
Anaconda, Mont.
In her senior year, Hill was
averaging 27 points per game for
Anaconda High before a knee injury ended her season in early February. At the time of the injury, the
Copperheads were cruising with a
13–1 record.
The loss of Hill was too great
to overcome as the Copperheads
were unable to successfully defend
their 2009 state title.
Prior to 2010, Hill led the Copperheads to back-to-back state
titles in 2008 and 2009. In the
2009 title-winning season, Hill
averaged 25.2 points per game and
took home most valuable player
honors in the state tournament.
In joining the Lady Griz, Hill
will be reunited with guard Alexandra Hurley, with whom she
teamed for the Copperheads’ 2008
Class A state title run.
Selvig on Hill:
“Torry was a great scorer in
high school. She’s an outstanding
shooter with really good range.
She also has great basketball
sense. I think her instincts are
great on both ends of the floor
and she has the ability to play one
(guard) or two (guard).”
Lexie Nelson
5’6” point guard
Butte High School
Butte, Mont.
Nelson might be the most heralded of all the new recruits. She
was a Class AA all-state selection every year of high school
and was named the 2010 Montana

See RECRUITS, page 7
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Yankees should be most-disliked
Opinion

AJ Mazzolini

After more than a century of
MLB domination that’s included
27 World Series championships,
the New York Yankees would
seem to be a lock for the team
baseball fans love to hate.
The Yankees are just like baseball’s big bully. Fans of the 29
other teams — like the puny kids
on the playground getting pounded
by the Bronx Bombers each year
— should band together to collectively loathe their oppressor. It
only makes sense, right?
But according to a formula created by the Nielsen Company and
reported by the Wall Street Journal
this week, the No. 1 most-disliked
team in the sport is the Cleveland
Indians. In fact, the Yanks barely
make it into the top five most hated teams.
The Nielsen Company designed
a formula to find consumers’ reactions to a brand, in this case baseball teams.
The “Sentiment Rankings” formula ranges from a burning hatred, minus 5, to pure worship, a
plus 5.
So why do so many people despise the Indians? They’ve only
made the playoffs twice in the last
12 years — their only two winning
seasons in that time frame, and
they haven’t won a pennant since
1997. It’s not like Cleveland has
done much recently to garner such
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unfavorable feelings from other
sports fans.
Not since that stripper took
over as owner of the Indians in the
late 80s and tried to drive them
into the ground have I seen such
hatred for such a tough-luck team.
It’s a good thing Charlie Sheen
and Wesley Snipes turned out to
be such stellar athletes or else that
whole franchise may have folded
by now. Huh? That was only a
movie, you say? My bad, disregard
that last point.
Everywhere you look, you see
Yankee lovers and haters. The
Yankees have become more of a
brand than just a team in recent
years. People wear New York hats
all the time without knowing a
lick about the team. It’s fashionable. That’s all fine, because for
as many Yankee fans as there are
out there, you can count at least as
many who hate them with a fiery
passion. Sure, everybody else is
just jealous, but why wouldn’t they
be? The Yanks have 17 more titles
than the next closest team.
To avoid alienating myself further from my fellow Kaimin sports
team, I’ll leave it there. After all,
the Boston Red Sox are the second-most detested team and I’m
OK with that.
On the opposite end of the spectrum, apparently teams from the
Bay Area in Northern California
are the best-liked. The San Francisco Giants came in just ahead of
the Oakland Athletics as the top
fan-favorites of the MLB.
The Giants’ impressive fan rating comes as a bit of a shock, as
well. It’s been a few years since
Barry Bonds took his last bloated
hack for the fences in San Francisco. It looks like the droves of
fans across the nation that couldn’t

stand Bonds faded back into the
shadows almost as quickly as the
man himself. After clearing the air
in the Bay, it looks like it’s nothing
but warm, groovy feelings in San
Fran.
Rounding out the best of the
worst, the third-most-despicableteam award goes to the Cincinnati Reds. Good job Pete Rose.
It’s been more than 20 years since
your affiliation with the Reds and
people still have a nasty taste in
their mouths.
Coming in fourth on the hatred scale is the Houston Astros. I
guess people just don’t like teams
from Texas; what else can you say?
That brings us back to good-ole
No. 5: the Yankees.
Now I’m counting on you,
America, to help get this pinstripeclad team out of the No. 5 spot by
the next time some sort of poll like
this is done.Let’s get them back
where they belong, right in that
hate-filled top spot.So if you’re
a fan of any club other than New
York, do your part.
Next time you’re flipping
through the channels and you run
across ESPN only to see that your
lovable team has just lost again in
Yankee Stadium, take a moment to
grumble angrily under your breath
and curse the name Derek Jeter.
anthony.mazzolini@umontana.edu
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Gatorade Girls’ Basketball Player
of the Year.
By the end of her career, Nelson also became the top scorer
in Bulldogs history. In her senior
year, she averaged 24.6 points, 2.4
assists, 4.7 rebounds and 1.9 steals
per game.
Nelson was also the top scorer
in Class AA and earned all-state
tournament recognition in her final season for Butte.
As most great players do,
she showed outstanding growth
throughout her entire career, especially in the final three years. Her
scoring average rose by 8.9 points
per game from the time she was a
sophomore until the end of her senior year.
For a team that led the Big Sky
in free throw shooting, the Lady
Griz are only going to get better,
considering that Nelson was one
of the top foul shooters in the state
in 2009–10. In her senior season,
Nelson converted on 86 percent of
her free throws.
Selvig on Nelson:
“(When I think of) Lexie, I
think prototype point guard-type
skills. I love her leadership qualities. She’s very skilled right now
as well. She obviously has the
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ability to score too. She was a big
scorer in high school, but I think
she can do all the other things you
want a point guard to do, which is
defend, get people the ball and be
a leader.”
Kellie Cole
5’9” guard
Bozeman High School
Bozeman, Mont.
Cole recently put the cherry on
top of her high school career, leading the Hawks to a Class AA state
title over C.M. Russell High. The
victory ensured the Hawks a 21–2
record and tournament most-valuable-player honors for Cole.
In the title game, Cole scored
more than a quarter of Bozeman
High’s 39 points and showed the
heart of a champion by playing
in the second half with a broken
wrist.
Cole’s average of 16.3 points
per game in 2009–10 was good for
second in Class AA behind Nelson.
Selvig on Cole:
“Kellie has very good scoring
skills. That’s always impressed
me about her. She’s a really good
shooter. She can shoot the three
and score off the dribble, which a
lot of kids don’t have that skill at
this time.”
troy.warzocha@umontana.edu
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From left: Amanda Stovall, Ashleen Williams and Liz Higgins celebrate the ASUM election results at James Bar on Thursday evening. Williams and Stovall will take over as the student government’s executives.

Jayme Fraser
Mike Gerrity
Montana Kaimin
MontPIRG fee passes, awaits
review
University of Montana students
voted in support of a refundable
fee for the Montana Public Interest Research Group during the
ASUM elections, but an individual review board will decide tomorrow whether the vote was constitutional.
The referendum to establish the
$5-per-semester fee for MontPIRG
passed with about 54 percent of
the vote — 1,135 students voted
in favor of the measure, while 979
opposed it.
However, the item did not meet
an ASUM constitutional requirement specifying that ballot language for any referendum going to

a student vote must be published
in the Kaimin four consecutive
issues before the elections open.
Because of miscommunication
between ASUM and the Kaimin,
and an unintentional error of the
Kaimin business office as it transitioned to next year’s advertising
staff, the ad was excluded from
the paper’s Friday and Tuesday
editions.
Though the MontPIRG referendum was temporarily removed
from the ballot as ASUM decided
what to do, it was returned before
voting opened on Wednesday.
The review board could decide
to either uphold the establishment
of the fee or nullify the vote.
New ASUM executives and
senators named
Ashleen Williams and Amanda

Stovall, the unopposed ASUM executive ticket, staked out a spot in
the back of James Bar Thursday
night as more incumbent senators
trickled in to hear the student government election results.
While their victory was essentially sealed, Stovall still checked
her cell phone for updates every
couple of minutes while Williams
entertained the remote possibility
that some cruel fluke would deny
them the office.
“That would be kind of embarrassing,” she said.
Incumbent Sen. Mandi Summers nervously rapped her knuckles against the wooden divider
between two booths in the bar as
she recalled that with 22 people
running for 20 seats, most of them
would surely win, but there would

also be two losers that night.
“It would suck to be one of
those two people,” she said.
Miranda Carson was also waiting to hear whether or not she
would keep the seat she has held
in ASUM for a full term now. As
fellow Sen. Austin James sipped
an Arnold Palmer next to her, she
tried to boost his confidence.
“Austin James here is totally
gonna win,” Carson said.
James did not speak, but nodded confidently in agreement with
her. He said he might have had the
most Facebook supporters of any
candidate this year.
While candidates lounged
around waiting for the official
phone calls, six students and the
ASUM office manager tallied
write-in votes while ASUM ad-

viser Garon Smith and Dean of
Students Charles Couture watched
to certify the results just after the
elections closed on CyberBear at 8
p.m.
Some student voters used the
1,000-character limit on the ballot’s write-in space to rant against
ASUM, specific senators, or the
election process.
Some simply selected no names
and added, “I don’t even know
who the candidates are.”
Mickey Mouse, The Lizard
People and Barack Obama were

See ASUM, page 9
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DENNISON
From page 1
didn’t think I was going to stay at
the job, but then, after I was in it
for a year and thought I was doing some good for a lot of different
people, I stayed at the job when it
was offered to me.”
One administration job led to
another. Dennison moved from
Colorado State to Western Michigan University, where he served as
provost and vice president before
he returned to UM in the summer
of 1990. He’d come a long way
from his early days selling shoes
and playing in a band in Missoula
when he walked into
the spacious corner office of Main Hall on
Aug. 15 of that year.
In his 20 years as
president, Dennison
has had to deal with
difficult issues, from
the expansion of campus to budgetary concerns. A controversial
plan to develop the
South Campus into
an apartment complex was shot down in
2005, even though it
had Dennison’s support. But the last thing
he wants to do at the
end of his run is dwell
on the successes and
failures of the past.
“It doesn’t do very
much good to spend
too many years worrying about, ‘Well, if
I’d done this and done
that,’” he said. “You
can’t live that way.”
Dennison is a careful man who likes to
consider all sides.
He often uses his
morning runs to think things
through.
“‘Prefigure the day’ is what the
Native Americans say about if you
get up in the morning and do these
kinds of things often before the
sun is up,” he said.
Running through the peaceful, quiet streets of Missoula at
the crack of dawn gives him the
chance to meditate and mentally
preview his day.
“Sometimes I don’t think about
anything,” he said. “I take advantage of being out by myself.”
Dennison might have been a
deliberate president, but he said he
never was one to delay decisions
forever.
“In a position like this you don’t
have the luxury of saying, ‘We’re
going to wait and wait,’” he said.
“Many people will tell you that I
do make a decision and they’ll say
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I’ll defend my decisions, but I’m
also quite willing to change my
mind if there is better evidence.”
Dennison’s authority was rarely questioned during his 20-year
tenure. Even today, with his days
numbered, it is hard to find someone who will openly criticize the
man.
Richard Drake, chair of the
history department and a member
of the faculty since 1982, summarizes the campus’ feeling toward
Dennison as one of deep respect.
“I can’t imagine all the balls
he’s had to keep in the air to do his
job,” Drake said. “I can’t think of
many people who would’ve suc-

but I disagree firmly with his decision then and now,” Fennell said
this week.
Fennell said the conflict never
affected his ability to work with
Dennison once he became ASUM
president.
“There has been a mutual respect of each other because of our
different positions,” he said. “I
hold no personal grudge against
George Dennison and I respect the
man.”
Looking back at his run as the
university’s president, Dennison
expresses modest satisfaction. He
says that since he first set his feet
on campus as president, things
have gotten better. He
referenced various infrastructure improvements, adding that he
was never intent on
“creating an empire.”
“I don’t think any
one individual does
anything,” he said. “I
think that things happen because people
agree that these are
good directions to
pursue, and they get
behind them and make
them happen.”

On his last lap as
president, Dennison is
intent on getting things
“as settled as they can
be for the coming
year,” including the
upcoming budget.
After Aug. 15, he’ll
return to the thing he
loves most: history.
Besides playing more
golf, he hopes to write
a complete history of
the university, which
he expects will take
Greg Lindstrom/Montana Kaimin three years. He also
hopes to teach a history course again, but realizes that
ceeded at the task he has.”
One person who has held a dif- it may raise an issue.
“It is very, very clear that anyferent view of Dennison is outgoing ASUM President Matt Fennell. one who leaves these kinds of poOn April 16, 2008, Fennell was sitions just has to cut the cord comone of nine students who stormed pletely,” he said.
The only thing that may not
Dennison’s office to protest the
university’s refusal to sign on to change when he becomes “fora workers’ rights agreement that mer President George Dennison”
would force the school to stop on Aug. 16 is his five-mile trek
purchasing apparel from countries through the darkness.
“(I’ll) get up and do the same
with poor labor records.
The protestors staged a sit-in, run,” he said.
As he climbs a hill on Higdemanding a meeting with Dennison, who was in China at the time. gins Avenue, just below the South
After five hours, they were ar- Hills, his upper body straightrested and charged with disorderly ens up for a moment. Gone is the
conduct and trespassing. A week slightly bowed posture in which he
later, Dennison gave them seven walks around the office. He looks
minutes, in which he told them forward, toward the flashing trafthat the university still wouldn’t fic lights of early morning. For a
sign the agreement, claiming it moment, he is running full sprint,
as if he were almost home free.
wasn’t legal.
justin.franz@umontana.edu
“I wouldn’t say I held a grudge,

Dennison to give ‘last lecture’ May 6
President George Dennison will take center stage at the University Center to deliver his “last lecture,” sponsored by the University of Montana
Mortar Board honor society, as part of the Last Lecture series.
Dennison, like others who have given the talk in the past, will have to
follow the tagline “If you had one lecture left to give, what would you say?
What wisdom would you impart? What do you want your legacy to be?”
It couldn’t be any more appropriate for Dennison, as he enters the final
weeks of his time here as president.
Dennison’s Last Lecture will be held at 6 p.m. on Thursday, May 6, at
the University Center Theater. The event is open to the public.

Montana

Kaimin

ASUM GENERAL
ELECTION RESULTS
President/Vice President
Ashleen Williams/Amanda Stovall		
1,732
Write-in							
69

Business Manager
Trent Hanson				
Write-in					

1,698
98

Senators
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.
10.
11.
12.
13.
14.
15.
16.
17.
18.
19.
20.

Katie Mariani			
Patrick Rhea			
Mandi Summers		
Jen Gursky			
Travis Suzuki			
Miranda Carson		
Austin James			
Kayla Hoggatt			
Alison Wren			
Luke Sims			
Lucas Berry			
Joe Sanders			
Julie DeSoto			
Tyler Gustin			
Alec Short			
Meghan Baker			
Jake Yerger			
Savanna Cochran		
Carli Amatuzio		
Kathryn Spika			

820
746
677
674
655
652
645
639
618
612
602
575
567
567
565
559
547
544
528
521

21. Tafuna Tusi, Jr.		
22. Kyle Sears			
23. Brian Wemple			

520
472
464

MontPIRG Fee Referendum		
Yes: 1,135
No: 979
These counts do not include ballots that
were filled out improperly.
ASUM
From page 8
among the most popular write-in
candidates.
Hundreds of candidate votes
and several whole ballots were invalidated because they were filled
out improperly. Though most voters took the ballot seriously, at
least one candidate was hurt by
careless voting.
Tafuna Tusi was one vote short
of tying for the twentieth and final senate seat after a ballot was
invalidated because the voter had
selected more than 20 senators, as

the directions dictated.
By 11 p.m., the CyberBear
counts and write-in votes were
double-checked and ranked.
The official results sheet was
posted outside the ASUM office in
the UC after being signed by Couture, Smith, ASUM President Matt
Fennell and ASUM Vice President
Emily May.
As the ASUM office door was
closed, the ballot counters left to
join the 23 winners and three losers at James Bar to celebrate the
election’s end.
jayme.fraser@umontana.edu
michael.gerrity@umontana.edu
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Cut cables, crazy cyclists, Craig Cornhusker
Mike Gerrity
Montana Kaimin
Friday, April 23, 10:35 a.m.
Someone cut a cable lock to
steal a bike parked between the
Adams Center and the football
stadium.
Friday, April 23, 4 p.m.
Several people riding unicycles
were seen trying to pull stunts off
picnic tables near the Forestry
Building.
Jim Lemcke, director of the Office of Public Safety, said the cyclists were warned not to tear up
campus property, but that riding
unicycles itself is okay.
“It’s a trick just to ride a unicycle, much less ride them on
picnic tables,” Lemcke said.
Saturday, April 24, 2:45 a.m.
Someone in Craig Hall

April 28, 7 p.m.
Someone called Public Safety officers to report that people
were yelling at one another in a
parking lot. Lemcke said it was an
argument between a parent and
a child that “apparently wasn’t
going that well.”

reported having an “alcohol
problem” with a male student in the
building. Lemcke said the man
took off running before anybody
could catch him.
“No description except for a

Police
Blotter

guy wearing a red Nebraska hat,”
Lemcke said.
Sunday, April 25, 1:44 a.m.
A small party in Aber Hall was
busted when Public Safety officers
found that students inside had been

www.montanakaimin.com

drinking alcohol. Four were cited
with MIPs.
Monday, April 26, 3:33 p.m.
A student reported that his iPod
Touch might have been stolen.
He also mentioned that it could

have been lost and told the Office
of Public Safety that he might have
left it in at least a couple places.
Tuesday, April 27, 12:52 p.m.
After shouting scripture near
Jesse Hall for a few minutes, a visiting preacher was asked to move
to a designated “free speech zone”
between the University Center and
the Mansfield Library.
UM has been visited by preachers in the past who have drawn
controversy for chastising student
lifestyles in a fire-and-brimstone
style of speaking.
“He had some signs that ‘provoke discussion,’ let me put it that
way,” Lemcke said.
Cited
Jorge Cano McConnell, 19, MIP
Brianna Gonzalez, 18, MIP
Benjamin Kutina, 19, MIP
Madyson Veersteeg, 18, MIP
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Committees to evaluate six director candidates
Heidi Groover
Montana Kaimin
Along with a different president, the University of Montana
will have other new administrators this fall. Search committees
are currently in the process of selecting new directors of Residence
Life and Disability Services for
Students.
Director positions are advertised to the public and a search
committee made of students, faculty and staff from UM reviews all
candidates before making recommendations to the hiring authority,
who makes a final selection.
Teresa Branch, vice president
of Student Affairs, is the hiring
authority for these positions because Student Affairs oversees
the Residence Life and Disability
Services offices, said Maria Cole,

recruitment manager for UM’s
Human Resource Services.
“With director positions, we
are looking for a wealth of experience in areas specifically related
to the position,” Cole said. “The
candidate has got to be someone
who is going to fit in our culture
and who wants to be here. They
are shopping jobs as well, so it’s a
two-way street. When a candidate
is a perfect fit, it’s a tremendous
win-win for the university.”
Mike Heuring, the director of
Career Services and chair of the
search committee for the next
Residence Life director, said Residence Life director candidates
meet with the search committee,
staff from Branch’s office and current employees in the Residence
Life Office.
Candi Holt, the director of the

University Center and chair of
the search committee for the Disabilities Services director, said the
committee is looking for someone
who understands the current state
of the department and its future.
“One of the things that I’ve really learned from doing this is that
our Disabilities Services office
has a national reputation,” Holt
said. “We are looking for somebody that can not only maintain
that reputation, but perhaps take it
down the road to the next level. We
are looking or someone who has a
vision for the future.”
There are three candidates remaining for each position. Under
consideration for the Residence
Life job are Sandra Schoonover
from the University of Oregon,
John Yaun from Marshall University, and Rita Tucker, UM’s

current associate director of Residence Life.
Up for the Disability Services
position are Dennis Toney from
Idaho State University, Mary Lee
Vance from the University of Wisconsin and Bernadine Gantert,
who currently works as a coordinator with students for the UM office.
Cole said the university “tries
to level the playing field as much
as possible” and does not favor
candidates who are already UM
employees.
“(Candidates who are UM employees) may have a leg up because they know our policies, but
someone coming from outside
can bring something different to
the table,” she said. “At the end of
the day, internal versus external
candidates, we look at all of their

qualifications.”
Each candidate is required to
hold an open forum where students, faculty and staff can listen
to a presentation by the candidate
and ask questions.
Tucker and Gantert presented
this week and the out-of-state candidates will present next week.
Toney will present Monday at
1:30 p.m. in UC 331. Schoonover
will present Tuesday at 1:30 p.m.
in Skaggs 169. Yaun will present
Wednesday at 1:30 p.m. in the UC
Theater. Vance will present Thursday at 1:30 p.m. in UC 326.
The university will also hire
a new assistant director of Residence Life by the fall, but assistant
positions do not require search
committees, Heuring said.
heidi.groover@umontana.edu

Grape Escape fundraiser to support restorative justice program
Shanda Bradshaw
Montana Kaimin
If a local teenager burglarized your house, would you want
to confront the criminal face-toface?
Community Restorative Justice, a nonprofit organization that
offers restorative justice programs
for troubled youth in Missoula, allows victims of crimes to do just
that.
This Saturday, CRJ will be
holding its third annual Grape Escape fundraiser. From 7 p.m. to
10 p.m. at the Missoula Winery,
participants can taste a variety of
wines, enjoy live music and bid
in a silent auction to raise money
for the various programs CRJ provides.
Carrie Hegenbarth, co-founder
of CRJ, said the event is the organization’s main fundraiser each
year. She said restorative justice

is important in the Missoula community because it helps juvenile
offenders realize their actions affect other people.
Offenders are encouraged to
take responsibility for their actions
through programs like CRJ’s Victim Offender Dialogue.
“Kids don’t usually understand
the impact that their actions have
on the victim,” Hegenbarth said.
In the Victim Offender Dialogue program, the victim of a
juvenile offense meets with the
offender in a structured setting to
talk about the crime, the aftermath
of the crime and the offender’s obligation to repair any damage he
or she caused to the victim and the
community. Hegenbarth said the
program is important and helpful
for both the victim and offender.
CRJ also offers the Shoplifting Prevention program, which involves the offender’s parents, local

store managers and loss prevention
officers who reach accountability
agreements with the offender to
prevent future offenses.
“It really helps kids with their
decision-making skills,” Hegenbarth said.
She said that since CRJ was
established in 2003, it has seen
some positive outcomes from its
programs. Both the Victim Offender Dialogue program and the
Shoplifting Prevention program
have had a 90 percent success rate,
she said, with the vast majority of
juveniles who participate never reoffending.
The money raised at Grape Escape will go toward CRJ’s efforts
to add another program to its or-

ganization: an afterschool drop-in
center to help keep at-risk youth
out of trouble. The center would
provide Missoula youth with resources to improve homework
quality and attendance, helping
them re-engage in school in an attempt to decrease dropout rates.

Grape Escape 2010 tickets can
be purchased for $40 at the CRJ
office at 1119 W. Kent Ave. or by
calling (406) 541-2756. The event
will feature wine and catered appetizers, a silent auction and live
music by Tia Troy.
shanda.bradshaw@umontana.edu
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Kaimin Arts

New art facilities go to student vote, accreditation at risk
Justin Franz
Montana Kaimin
Cramped spaces and dirty,
dusty work areas with poor ventilation are all trademarks of the
University of Montana’s Art Annex, located near the Grizzly Pool
on the northeast corner of campus.
Because of these facilities, which,
according to some school officials,
have put the health and safety of
students at risk, UM’s College of
Visual and Performing Arts may
lose its accreditation.
But that could change next
week.
On Monday, May 3, and Tuesday, May 4, a special ASUM election will take place to see if students will approve an athletic fee
increase of $26.10, bringing the
overall mandatory fee to $72.10
each semester. The fee would fund
the maintenance of athletic facilities and the expansion of a weight
room into the area currently housing the Art Annex. The fee would
also put money forth to build an
entirely new art facility on or off
campus.
According to Stephen Kalm,
Dean of the College of Visual and
Performing Arts, this isn’t the first
time the need for a new facility has
been addressed.
“For us, it’s one opportunity
or avenue to improve our facilities, which need improvement,” he
said.
The Art Annex was originally
an ice rink, but was changed when
the need for art facilities arose.
Today, students work and learn
in facilities that, according to Julia
Galloway, director of the School
of Art, are contemporary for the
1960s, but not for 2010.
“Our reputation is better than
our facilities and it would be nice
if they were closer,” she said, noting that student numbers in the
program are growing at a neverbefore-seen rate.
But that reputation is at risk.
The school was denied accreditation twice in 2009 for various issues concerning safety and poor
workspaces.
Walking though the Art Annex,
it’s easy to see why.
A small, dark room on the
south side of the building con-

tains a dozen or so electric kilns.
Shelves holding hundreds of student projects clutter the middle,
and, in the winter, snow tends to
pile up in the room if the kiln vents
are left open, Galloway said.
Meanwhile, a small walledin section outside the building
is home to a few larger kilns. At
most facilities, these would be
housed inside, but here, they’re
in the cold. The location becomes
a major issue in winter when the
concrete slab they sit on becomes
a slab of ice, forcing students to
be extra careful as they move their
projects.
Also, the workspace for clay
majors and graduate students is
shoved off into a back room that
Galloway likens to a “shantytown.”
Other issues include insufficient ventilation in areas where
clay, molds, paint and other pollutants linger in the air.
“Nobody is going to die in here,
but for this day and age, we’re behind the eight ball in health and
safety,” Galloway said.
Galloway said the inadequate
facilities have put the program’s
accreditation on hold. The School
of Visual Arts submitted work for
renewal again in February. She
said the school was still accredited, but was unsure how many
times the program could be denied
renewal before it would be lost.
“It’s more of a give and take,
but it can’t be an endless give and
take,” she said. “We’re not going
to let that happen.”
Galloway said some of the issues preventing accreditation go
beyond simply fixing a few problems in the current building.
“Some of the concerns are big
enough that it doesn’t make sense
to fix it all here,” she said, adding
that it’s really because the building
just wasn’t made for it.
Kalm agreed.
“There are some health and
safety concerns that we’ve been
working,” he said. “But it wasn’t
really made for art creation or
teaching.”
That could change if students
pass the fee increase early next
week. If implemented, students
could see a new art facility built in

Ali Vandergon/Montana Kaimin

Junior Robyn Lieggi, an art major, works Thursday afternoon on her final project, a teapot, for her ceramics class.

the next 10 years. But that facility
is still in the planning stages, and
as of recently, a building location
was still unknown, but an area on
the north side of the Clark Fork
River near the Eastgate Park-NRide has been considered.
Kalm said even if the fee increase doesn’t pass, he would still
go forward with the goal of a new
building, which could cost upward

of $4 million.
“We’ll continue to work with
donors and hopefully continue to
work with the athletic department
because I know they desire the
space,” he said. “I’m going to keep
working as long as I’m dean to see
that all of my students are working in the best facilities possible …
It’s not going to close the door (on
this), we’re just going to keep at it.”

For Galloway, it is an issue that
must be addressed.
“We have this unbelievable history and we have more students
then ever,” she said. “We want to
serve our history and our students
and we need the facilities to do
that.”
justin.franz@umontana.edu

Sean Kelly’s ‘Top of the Mic’ contest finals this weekend

Ali Vandergon/Montana Kaimin

Joshua Farmer, 20, is one of the finalists in this Saturday’s “Top of the Mic”
competition at Sean Kelly’s. Farmer plays the piano and is excited for the event
this weekend. “It’s going to be packed; I’m excited,” he said. “A lot of people are
going to be there.”

Tori Norskog
Montana Kaimin
After two months of performances by 131 local acts, Sean
Kelly’s “Top of the Mic” contest
has narrowed the competition
down to four finalists who will
compete Saturday for the $1,000
top prize.
The finalists are Joshua Farmer, the Skurfs, Matt Hassler and
Greenstar.
The two solo performers,
Farmer and Hassler, are 20 years
old. Though the event previously
started at 10 p.m., organizers decided to change it to 9 p.m. to allow
underage acts to compete with the
goal of bringing out some younger
performers that had trouble finding venues in Missoula.
“We just wanted to let everyone
know there is an open mic that

everyone is welcome to, and now
there is no age limit,” said event
organizer Mike Avery. Because
of the success of this event, Avery
said the bar will continue starting
its open mic nights on Mondays at
9 p.m.
Hassler, who studies creative
writing at the University of Montana, said this contest was his first
live performance in Missoula because he had a hard time finding
places to play. He is a one-man
folk-blues act that plays the base
drum, high hat, foot tambourine,
banjo or guitar and harmonica all
at the same time while singing.
The other solo performer,
Farmer, combines jazz piano with
pop-rock vocals. He started playing piano when he was 8 years old
and has been playing downtown
for several years with bands like

the Front Street Jazz Group. He’s
now focusing on his solo career
and enjoys writing lyrics.
“I like to sing about love,”
Farmer said. “We all love.”
Mike Bengala of the band
Greenstar, which he described as
“inspirational groove,” said this
contest was the first time this lineup of the band has played a live
show together. While Greenstar
has been a band for three years,
Bengala is the only member from
the original group. For the contest,
the band played all new material
and had an exciting performance.
“We got a pretty high energy
line, really lively and jumping
around and dancing all over the
stage,” Bengala said.
It hasn’t been an easy couple of

See CONTEST, page 16
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‘The Room’ exudes glorious stupidity
It’s the “Citizen Kane” of
crappy movies, the “Godfather”
of God-awful garbage, the “BenHur” of bad cinema. To critics and
viewers alike, it’s one of — if not
the worst — film(s) ever made.
Since its limited release in 2003,
it’s developed a cult following
comparable to the “Rocky Horror Picture Show,” with midnight
screenings across the country —
the kind where audiences interact
with the film and dress up as their
favorite characters. Sometimes,
the mastermind behind the sleeper phenomenon appears at these
gatherings to bask in the glory of
the unwitting success, known simply as “The Room.”
Type “The Room” into any
Google or YouTube search and
you’ll immediately receive a barrage of scene clips and audience
commentary that further prove
its reputation. But no matter how
many excerpts you watch or testimonials you read, nothing can really prepare you for the sheer brilliant idiocy of “The Room.”
The premise for “The Room” is
simple: Tommy Wiseau, the film’s
director/star/writer/producer/executive producer, plays Johnny, a
long-haired, well-to-do banker (of
some sort, I think) with a vaguely
Austrian accent and an undying

love for Lisa, his “future wife” (the
term “fiancée” apparently isn’t in
their lexicon). Lisa, played by Juliette Danielle (that’s right, the
Juliette Danielle) is actually twotiming her future husband with
Mark (the visibly present Greg
Sestero), who’s also Tommy’s best
friend.
On the periphery of this fated
love triangle are a slew of memorable — but altogether worthless
and underdeveloped — secondary characters involved in equally
inane subplots: Denny, a stunted
man-child briefly mired in drugs
of some kind; Lisa’s mother Claudette, who suffers from breast cancer but makes only one mention
of it throughout the movie; Peter,
Johnny’s psychiatrist friend who
vaguely resembles the bespectacled Nazi in “Raiders of the Lost
Ark”; Michelle and Mike, Lisa’s
friends who unashamedly “make
out” on Lisa’s couch while she’s
away; and who could forget Steven,
the guy who shows up near the end
and is never formally introduced,
but nonetheless intervenes when
things between Johnny, Lisa and
Mark get pretty heated.
Oh, and there’s Chris R., Denny’s drug dealer who Johnny and
Mark haul away after a short-lived
confrontation involving a gun,

death threats, swear words and
awkward man-wrestling.
What elevates “The Room”
from obscure D-minus movie to
otherworldly horridness are its
dialogue, pacing, consistent inconsistencies and, above all else, the
unbelievable immaturity of the
characters.
It’s hard to convey some of
these components by mere words;
to get a grasp of what I mean,
check out http://www.youtube.
com/watch?v=7S9Ew3TIeVQ&
feature=related and http://www.
yo u t u b e . c o m / w a t c h? v = s L s PkfUS2g&feature=related
for
starters, and branch out from
there, if you so choose.
For those without immediate
access to the Internet, consider
this exchange between Johnny and
Mark following false accusations
of domestic violence:

Jessica Stugelmayer
Montana Kaimin
A scantily-clad woman lounging in a martini glass, a woman in
a bikini riding a saddle and a woman straddling the hood of a car are
just a few of the images that served

as a canvas for the young women
involved in the Flagship Program’s
LOL group.
“Mine was this girl serving
tequila to this guy, dressed really
trashy,” Piler Guzman, an eighth
grade student at C.S. Porter Mid-

dle School in Missoula, said about
the original ad.
Guzman and other members
of the after-school group LOL,
an acronym for “Leading Our
Ladies,” took the ads and transformed them from sexually-driven

Johnny: “Oh, hi Mark.”
Mark: “Oh, hey Johnny.
What’s up?”
Johnny: “I have a problem
with Lisa. She said that I hit her.”
Mark: “What?! Well did you?”
Johnny: “No it’s not true, don’t
even ask. What’s new with you?”
This is just one of many, many
instances where “The Room” daz-

Miller Time
By Steve Miller

zles with its sophomoric acumen;
in fact, the movie is so imbued
with this sense of naivete, it’s almost a thing of beauty.
Almost.
There’s so much depth to its
sheer lack of competence, it’s as
though its overall stupidity were
crafted by some Bizarro-World
Charles Dickens — a work of art
so precisely awful, it could only be
conceived by a cast and crew who
haven’t the slightest clue.
Alas, there comes a point when
text on a page can do no more justice for this transcendentally fallacious gem of the silver screen: One
must experience “The Room,”
and not just once, but again. And
again. And again.
I recommend you, the reader,
watch it first sometime before finals week, then with your closest
friends before expanding to a fullfledged, end-of-semester party devoted to everything “The Room.”
When your fervor has progressed
to this stage, I suggest you devise a

drinking game that correlates with
one or more of the movie’s quirks
(i.e. people greeting each other
with “Oh, hi [insert name here];
mentions of Johnny and Mark being “best friends”; unnecessary Broll of San Francisco; etc.) If you
take this route, it would probably
be best to do it in the company of
others — it wouldn’t be much fun
by yourself. Or maybe it would be;
you are, after all, watching “The
Room.”
For more information, check
out
www.theroommovie.com.
Though you can’t stream it from
this site, there are other places you
can. Such information won’t be
provided here because watching
without paying is wrong and inexcusable. But if you just can’t wait
for the DVD to come in, then it’s
fine. Tommy would understand.
Movie: No stars
Enjoyability: 4 of 4 stars
steven.miller@umontana.edu

LOL group isn’t laughing out loud about demeaning ads
representations of women to those
of self-confidence and empowerment. The group calls the project
“Redress Yourself,” and is a way
to show the media literacy the
girls have learned in the program.
The art created by young women, ranging from eighth grade to
college seniors, will be on display
in the lobby of the historic Florence building in downtown Missoula next Friday when Missoula
celebrates May’s First Friday.
C.S. Porter student Azur Milburn said she took an ad of a woman lying across the hood of a car
and gave it a positive message by
removing the vulgarity and keeping the car.
“I put ‘It’s not where your
dreams take you, it’s where you
take your dreams,’” Milburn said.
The LOL group is also a
branch of the YWCA program
GUTS, short for Girls Using Their
Strengths. The GUTS program

has several groups like LOL that
are geared toward girls in middle
and high school.
Becky Lupold, program coordinator at Meadow Hill Middle
School, said the group aims to prepare eighth grade girls for the transition to high school by teaming
them with girls from other middle
schools and volunteers from local
high schools and the University of
Montana.
She said the group has existed
for three or four years and was created by her predecessor to address
issues the girls face at the tough
age, such as conflict, relationships,
making new friends and body image.
Lupold said the group partnered with Tobacco Free Missoula
and took specific tobacco and
alcohol ads, which prominently
objectify women, and blew them
up for the girls to alter. She said

See ADS, page 16
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The Dennies

Here it is: The fourth annual Dennies, the Kaimin’s most prestigious award. Named for our beloved President George Dennison, the Dennies honor the best of the last two semesters — or whatever else comes to our
mind that deserves to be recognized. Because this is Dennison’s last year, the future of these coveted prizes
remains uncertain (more on that later). For now, however, we will trudge forward and be so bold as to give our
modest, but highly informed, opinions.
Best Blotter Entry:
This year’s fresh fish is not even guilty of breaking the law. No, this
man’s crimes were against fashion. On Saturday, Sept. 12, 2009, a man
was reported going door-to-door at Pioneer Courts asking tenants to
rate him with “style points.” Unfortunately the aspiring model, who was
apparently dressed in a “punk-style, bleach-blonde hair cut” and a white
Rock Band T-shirt, offended the sophisticated tastes of the fine people
of Pioneer Courts, and one of them decided to call him in. Captain Gary
Taylor of the UM Office of Public Safety assured UM in that week’s
Kaimin Police Blotter that the man wouldn’t be coming back.
“Officers warned and released him, but assigned no style points,”
Taylor said.
Best French Fries:
Perhaps the top honor of all the Dennies, this award goes to Five
Guys Burgers and Fries. Imagine, for a moment, one Idaho potato.
Now, cut said tater into 12 strips. Grease them up, and you have 12
Five Guys fries. Pretty cool, huh?

Best Kaimin Spelling Error:
We all make mistakes, even the “professionals” here at the Kaimin. It doesn’t happen often — very rarely, in fact — but still, it
happens. This year, we regrettably misspelled the word “sustainability” in a headline. How’d we spell it? Sustinability. You’d think that
with all the talk about green energy and other eco-buzzwords going
around these days, a word like sustainability would be permanently
ingrained in our brains. Apparently, we were wrong.

Best 3-D “Pocahontas/Dances with Wolves/FernGully” Remake:
It was a tough decision, but the winner of this award goes to (drum
roll) … “Avatar.”
This little movie by relatively unknown director James Cameron
defied expectations. On a shoestring budget of $500 million, “Avatar” became the highest grossing movie of all time — partially due to
rising ticket prices, and partially due to the fact that the story’s been
told already. Blue people with kitty faces probably didn’t hurt either.
Many times. But to its credit, the Na’vi race is pretty darn good looking. (You know what we mean.)
Best/Worst Tacos:
Taco Bell. I ate it every day of college (even Thanksgiving) and god
damn it, I’m not going to stop now.

Best WTF Moment:
We were going to call his retirement an appropriate time to yell WTF,
but the truth is a lot of people have lost a lot of bones betting on his retirement for years now. We’d prefer to remember him the way we loved
him: at his most awkward.
Who could forget the grandeur of his mysterious State of the University address last August when he pleaded for UM to pledge hard
work, some sacrifice, and “general discomfort.” He never followed up
with what he meant by that, but some of Missoula’s finest took it upon
themselves to make things as uncomfortable as possible for everybody
else — notably Bobby Hauk, MontPIRG, NotMyBathroom.com, and one
overzealous exchange student who learned this week just how uncomfortable it makes people when you pull down your pants in front of them
after breaking into their house.
With Dennison goes the Kaimin’s classic annual awards section.
What are we going to call it next year? The Drakes? The Foleys? The
Kias? No, doesn’t have the same ring. Eh, whatever, ain’t our problem …
Well, until next year.
Best “I Wish I Knew How To Quit You!” Moment:
Now we’re not saying things were tense between the Kaimin and
Griz football last year, but it almost exactly mirrored the plot of “Brokeback Mountain.” The defining moment came when sports reporter Tyson Alger asked Griz football coach Bobby Hauck at a press conference
if he still planned on using his dual quarterback rotation that season,
even after the Kaimin published a controversial article about the Griz
the week before. Hauck’s phobia of abandonment from his favorite
sports reporter was evident in the following quote.
“You? You want something from me now? You’ve got to be kidding
me,” Hauck said.
Things were never the same between them after that. Hauck went on
to take a mediocre job in Las Vegas. As for Alger, well, some say he’s
out huffing paint under a tree where there’s a whiskey stream…
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CONTEST
From page 13
months for Greenstar. The band
only practiced twice between the
first two rounds because Bengala
has cancer.
But they persevered.
“It’s been a shit show turned
good,” Bengala said.
The Skurfs also faced some

medical challenges during this
competition. McBride broke his
arm the day of the first show, making it difficult for him to play the
guitar, but the accident ended up
making this the group’s best performance yet.
“I could only play without pain
from the seventh fret up, so everything was an octave higher; we
had to do a lot of different stuff,”
McBride said.
Since then, he’s experimented
with playing an octave higher than
the band’s other guitar player because it gives another element to
their sound.
The Skurfs have only been
playing together since January
23, but have gathered a good following since then. Band member
Donny McBride describes their
sound as ski surf, mountain surf or
black surf because it has elements

of heavy metal.
Hassler said the Skurfs were
his favorite band to watch.
“They blow me away every
time, the Buddy Holly thing and
surf rock, it’s pretty cool to be
playing with them,” he said.
The judges for this contest are
Tracy Lopez from the Trail 103.3,
drummer Travis Yost of the band
Tom Catmull and the Clerics,
several other music personalities
from around Missoula, as well as
the crowd, which votes by ballot.
This event, which took place
on Mondays and every other Saturday, has drawn huge crowds.
The overall success came from the
various new artists who came out
to play for the first time, covering
a wide range of genres.
Avery said that due to the success of this competition, Sean
Kelly’s is planning to make this an

annual event. According to Bengala, who has lived in Missoula
for 10 years, this event brought out
several acts that have never played
live shows downtown before.
“It drew out a lot of new talent,” Avery said. “Last night was
our regular open mic night and it
drew out a bunch of new people,
so it accomplished what we were
hoping.”
Because so many acts came
out for the event, the judges had to
cut the allotted performance time
from 20 minutes to 15 minutes.
While that was a struggle for the
bands, what with the time it takes
to set up and take down, Avery
said they just had to make it work
because they did not want to turn
anyone away.
“We only expected like 70 or
80 bands, but then 131 signed up,”
Avery said.

The Saturday show will start
at 8:30 p.m. First place will win
$1,000, second will win $300 and
third will win $200. The top three
bands will also be invited to play
Saturday night shows at Sean Kelly’s after the competition is over.
The four bands will be the opening acts for Portland’s Irish Band
AMADAN.
All the finalists said they will
continue to perform at Sean Kelly’s open mic night.
“That’s where I started playing
in Missoula when I was 19, that’s
where I cut my teeth in front of a
live audience,” said McBride. “I
imagine it’s going to be a good
competition all around, showcasing how great a music scene we
have in Missoula.”

ADS
From page 14

women view women’s bodies,
explained high school volunteer
Vanessa Schmautz.
Schmautz is a senior at Hellgate
High School and is involved with
the program as part of her senior
project. Her project is about sexual
education and body image, so she
said she has been volunteering at
Planned Parenthood of Missoula
and saw the LOL program as a
perfect way to give back what she
has learned.
“It was taking these negative
images and turning them into
something positively portraying
ourselves,” Schmautz said.
She said all three students in
the program from Washington
Middle School are attending Hell-

gate next year, including student
Julianne White. White said LOL
has given her a chance to make
three good friends from another
school. Her ad was a woman bathing in a martini glass, which she
turned into a tower because she
likes architecture, with the woman
in a longer dress sitting on the top
with a mask on.
“You make it suit you, make it
seem like you,” she said about the
art project.
Jenny Juell, Alecia Nickelson, Jenna Staso and MacKenzie Tidwell are four high school
volunteers from Sentinel High
School. They all agreed the young
girls’ fears and questions about
high school had them remember-

ing what it felt like before they
entered high school. Though they
said they didn’t alter any ads themselves, they thought it was interesting to watch how the girls modified the pictures.
“It was cool to see them redesign it,” Jenna Staso said.
The artwork will be on display
at 111 N. Higgins Ave. between
5 p.m. and 7 p.m. May 7. Artist
statements will accompany the
pieces and many of the girls will
be in attendance to discuss the
changes they made and what they
learned through the process. Light
refreshments will be served at the
art opening.
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The Kiosk runs 4 days per week. Prepayment is required. Ads may be placed at
DAH 207 or via FAX: 243-5475, email:
kaiminads@gmail.com or call 243-6541.

the girls used pictures of themselves and portrayed their positive
attributes rather than just physical beauty. Mediums range from
paint, collage, cloth, beads and
even multi-colored duct tape.
“My rainbow skirt represents
LGBT support,” said UM junior
Kirsten Weiler, a volunteer who
participated in the project. “I like
retro things and music so I’m
wearing headphones and holding a
tape recorder, not an iPod.”
As part of the body image portion of the program, the girls discussed how the media portrays
women, and also how men and

The Kaimin assumes no responsibility for
advertisements which are placed in the
Kiosk. We urge all readers to use their
best judgement and investigate fully any
offers of employment, investment or related topics before paying out any money.
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Student/Faculty/Staff
$1.15 per 5-word line/day

tori.norskog@umontana.edu

jessica.stugelmayer@umontana.edu

Off Campus
$1.25 per 5-word line/day

Lost and found ads may be placed in
the Kiosk free of charge. They can
be 3 lines long and run for 3 days.

BAHA’I FAITH
Baha’u’llah declared the coming of the
Most Great Peace. - ‘Abdu’l-Baha. For
local information call 829-9538.Or on the
web: bahai.org or bahai.us
LOST AND FOUND
Lost: RayBan Mens aviator style
sunglasses in Music building. Call (406)
696-9309 if found. Reward offered.
Stolen: Black Trek 800 on 4/27. Reward
Offered. Please call 406-531-1997
Stolen: mountain bike in front of
University Center around 11:00am on
4/29. It’s an orange/black Gary Fisher MT
bike, front suspension, hard-tail. Please
call 503-504-1158 for any information
regarding it.
FOR RENT
Cheap Charley’s Mini Storage. Griz
Discount: Full month free with 3 months
up front. Student discount for truck rental.
406-721-7277

Weekend cabins 30 mins. from Missoula.
$44-$66/night. Rock Creek Cabins.
251-6611.
Two available bedrooms for rent in nice,
quiet South Hills home. $400.00 a month
includes everything: water, gas, cable,
electricity, garbage, etc. There is also a
$400.00 deposit. Please Call Joseph @
1-406-949-4293.
2 bedroom, 1 bath West Side Rattlesnake
Creek on Bus Route 516 Lolo. $950/
month. Available now. Call Jody
721-6481.
2 Rooms; $325 & $400 mid-Rattlesnake
free heat & dish, garden space,
some pets ok 542-0777
FOR SALE
Real Hookah’s from Egypt. 36 kinds of
Shisha. Just the best. Joint Effort 1916
Brooks, Holiday Village Shopping Center
Missoula.
Do you folf? New hot discraft and discs at
the Joint Effort. 1916 Brooks St.

Digital Scales. Low Prices. Joint Effort
1916 Brooks, Holiday Village Shopping
Center Missoula.
HELP WANTED
Wildland Firefighters Needed call
406-273-6111
Summer Job opportunity on Flathead Lake
resort restaurant hiring experienced cooks.
Call 270-5422
Residential Habilitation employee to take
developmentally disabled and deaf clients
on outings 10-15 hrs/week. Wage $10/hr.
Must know American Sign Language. Call
(406) 541-6966
Great opportunity for PT summer
employment, (longer if desired)! Looking
for responsible individual to assist
professional couple with various duties.
Must have reliable vehicle. Prefer 10-15
hrs/wk (flexible hrs.). Holidays and
weekends off. $9.00/hr plus mileage. Call
Marsha at (406) 360-3505.

Now hiring summer positions! Servers
& Server Assistants. Please send resume
to The Ranch at Rock Creek 79 Carriage
House Lane Philipsburg, MT 59858. 406859-6027 ATTN: Shannon fax to 406-8596030 or email: Shannon@theranchatrockcreek.com
“ASUM is hiring…A Sustainability
Coordinator, A Student Political Action
Director, A Student Resolution Officer.
Please submit resumes and cover letters
to UC 105 by Friday, May 7 Questions?
Please Call 243-2451”
PERSONALS
Counseling and Psychological Services.
Personal counseling appointments
available. Please call 243-4711
“Stuttering Support Group for Adults. UM
Speech Language and Hearing Clinic
Apr. 30th at 12 noon
(Curry Health Center-Lower Level)
Contact: Chris Merriman, 243-2377, or
Christine.merriman@umontana.edu”

SERVICES
Reliable PC/laptop repair. Student
discount! Computer Central
136 E. Broadway 542-6540
Basic Wildland Fire classes, May 17-21.
Call 406-543-0013
MISCELLANEOUS
How does remaining closeted about your
sexuality affect your life? Anonymously,
share your experiences and insights about
being a closeted man who’s sexually
attracted to other men. The Men’s Health
Study is recruiting closeted men who
have sex with men (MSM) to participate
in anonymous, paid interviews as part of
a Univerity of Montana research project.
Call 406-552-2115 for details
Sales Opportunity! Help local business
owners get new customers and sales! Huge
demand internet service. Earn $50 - $100
per sale. 10+ a day potential. Must be self
motivated and well presented. Call (406)
992-3704 or dee_jay_ehn@yahoo.com and
leave contact information.
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